Paper Free Utility Reports and Desktop Mapping Direct to the Engineer’s PC.

The Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 1994 require that a Health and Safety plan be used for engineering works. This plan must include details on restrictions on engineering work, such as the location of below ground utility apparatus.  So typically before an Engineer goes on site a desk top search for hidden utility assets should be undertaken.

For engineers, researching the locations of underground pipes, cables, and other services owned by utilities is exceedingly time consuming, difficult, frustrating and frankly, at times boring but it has to be done. Without it, projects can be delayed and utility assets damaged, probably leading to expensive litigation and worse than this personal injury.  

It is now possible, using the internet, to make these utility searches online and receive the data to a desktop PC in a single electronic file.  Combining the internet with the power of a Geographic Information System (GIS) can massively increase the time available for the engineer to work on their own more cost effective project work.  Companies such as Essex based Groundwise Searches Ltd, leaders in the field of providing utility data, to rail and consultant engineers have spent developed a sophisticated online utility mapping system.  Groundwise’s Utility Report system at www.groundwise.com enables the engineer to select their site by either post code or grid reference.  The site map is then displayed using clear Ordnance Survey data as a backdrop.  The engineer can then highlight the development plot they are looking at by using the specialist mapping tools on the website.

The clever bit though is the database Groundwise have built that sits behind the online maps. This will take the site polygon and immediately work out the utilities that cover that area.  Letters and emails are generated and sent to the various utility mapping departments in the UK.  All this takes seconds where before it would take a great deal of time to identify all the utilities before you even started writing letters to ask for data.  The engineer is then able to log on to his online account and view the real time responses of the utilities ensuring that he stays on top of the project.  The responses can then be supplied to the engineer in paper form or a CAD file.
David Gunn the Managing Director of Groundwise hopes, ‘In the future it would be great to see engineers on site downloading data directly from the utilities own map servers to their portable IT devices. However, this is some way off.  Now the best way for engineers to free themselves of mounds of paperwork is by contracting the utility searches to a specialist in providing raw utility data.  Now we can also, if required, present the utility information in our Desktop Mapping Product, a professional Computer Aided Design drawing (CAD). We have found our Utility Report Online service to be a huge success for those organisations with a high demand for utility data, but now we are delighted to be able to also add Desktop Mapping, pulling all this data into one easy to use electronic file. This will be produced by Geotec Surveys Ltd, experts in UK underground mapping. The CAD will make on site work far more efficient, since the utilities you are looking for are displayed in one file rather than 20 sheets of paper maps. Of course following the on site survey this CAD file can then be updated by the engineer, with the ‘as laid’ positions, or can be used in feasibility studies to organise diversions or connections; effectively and professionally managing the project for the client.
With this innovative and exciting new system engineers can now get electronic copy of utility information to their PC without ever having to pick up a piece of paper, order form or cumbersome utility map”.
